25X1

25X1

Approved For Release 2003/08/08 : CIA-RDP61500137A000100110062-0

I would like to present the curvent sihtustion as we know 1t regarding
navel vessel construction in Communist China. This will deal with types
under construction, volune, snd the facilities for constructing thesee
vessels, and Chins's capebility for producing componente. It does not
dimcuse the role of the Junk.

1. e apparesnt decision to consbruct modern Soviet-model nsval
vessels in Communist Ching has changed the stetus-guo of navel strenglh
in the Par Fest. This decision hes resulted in delivery to the fleet of
submarines, eacort vessels, snd smaller veseel types. These deliveries
have significantly incressed the streagth of Chinene Communist naval
forces.

2. Commmnist Chins has not had the industrial base to cmrry out
this naval coustruction program by iteelf. Because of this facl, it hes
besn necesgoyy for the UBSR to provide considerable smounts of technical
sggistance snd material sugport. While the magnitude of this sssistance
is not knowm; 1t is belisved to include the conatruction of shipbuilding
facilities, the supply of components, the supply of technicsl personnel,
and ship subsssenblies, as well as treining of skillied technlicisns.

3. In order to fully appreciate the resulis obisined by Communist
Chins in neval ghip conatructlon, it is necesssry to understand the role
Pleyed by the USSR. The decision to undertake constructiomn of Soviet
model neval vessels of necessity hed to ocour conslderably in sdvance of
actusl conatruction of the vessels becsugse of the lack of shipbullding
focilities to support the construction progran. The USSR evidently
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supported much of the facility development thet did take place, including
the Yuchang Shipyard and the imstellation st Hutung Sipysrd. Tae Chinese
now possess modern facilities designed for Soviet-type mess production
technigues for the constyuction of sumsarines and for destroyer-types.
When the sctuel construction began the USSR had a group of high caliber
shipbullding specislists in China to supervise, while at the zane Cime
Soviet infuptry was cngaged in produclag the necegsary couponents and
subassesblies. The indications are thet initislly most of the materials
necgesary were supplled by the USSKR. This situstion mey be chenged
somewhat since it is possible that Chinese industry can nov Bupply sose
of the material requirements. There are a few indlications that the
is engeged in reducing Chinese dependence upon the USSR for components

by assisting in the development of & naval component industry. Rone of
the achbivitles sre unusually significant taken singly, but together
represent on ection on the part of the USSR which is already heving
silgnifiesnt impect, militerily and politicaily, in the Far East.

L., As of the first of thie yesy, &t least 15,000 tonms, light shlp
weight (16,000 SDP), of Soviet-model naval vessels have been built in
Communist Chion, while the construction of smell patrol oraft smount to
sn sdditionsl 7,000 tone (9700 8DT). It is estimated that the value of
this total output between 1950-36 smounts to spproximately 200 millien
U8 1955 dollers.

Commumist China has produced over 200 naval vessels in the period
since 195C. As to type, these vessels include W-olase subuarines, Rige
cimss escort vemsels, Kronstadt subchasers, T-43 minesweepers, P-6 torpedo

boste, and small patrol cvaft.
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ihe Chinese sve eaphasizing the W-clsse long range submarine in thelr
ghip constraction program. Chiang-nan Shipyexrd in Ehanghai has heen
wuilding ¥~class submerines since 1755 and construction of this class of
submarine is believed to heve commenced at Wuchengz Shipyerd on the Yangbze.
here are 4 inclined bullding ways at Chiang-nan belng utilized in this
production. The Cirst series of four vessels required approxtimately
15-38 months to complete, whilch is congidersbly longer then the 3-12
momthe reguired to congstruet this clsss of submearine in the UBSR. Wuchang
is bellieved to lheve, or will have under coastruction by the end of 1307,
four submerines. A second serles of L submerines 1s currently on the woys
2t (hiang-nap, snd there ers indications that s third series of b sutmarines
will be ballt. Tt iz thought that with the completion of the 12 submsrines,
pubmsyine conatruction will be transferred from Chiang-man to Wuchang and
that all subgequent sulmarine construction will teke place at Wuchang.

The lergest surfece naval vessel included in the navel shily constyuction
progrea is the Rige class escort vessel. The Chinese are bullding this class
in the Hutung Shipyerd in Sheaghal, in & new installation petterned alfter
modern Soviet shipbuilding instalilations. The Rigs program appsars to be
moving slowly &8 indicated by only a partial utilization of the new instel-
letion snd by the soall nwiber of vessels involved in relation to the

submprine program. VWaile the progrsm appesrs t0 be moving slowly, the

construetion time of sbout 9 months spproximates the Soviet bullding fime
for this vessel clase. It 1s believed that this rate of congtruction has
neen atiained through the use of the nev ingtallation which permits the

apsenbly of large subsections. The facility consigts of three horlzontal

building weys, osch of vhich will permit the slmultenecus construction of
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two Rigs clees vessels. The launching remp is desizned to provide
controllied side-launching. 8Since 1955, when the first vessel was laid
donm, four and possibly flve Riges have been lsuuched and an additionsl
twe vessels sre belisved under construction.

The smsller Soviet model naval Ltypes belng buili in Chine include
the Kronstadt clasa subchaser, the T-L3 minesweeper and the P-6 torpedo bost.
Theoe gaaller naval vessels are Mina tullt ot mere limited shipyeads in

mmﬁ

OF the Kronstadt subchasers 1t is

estinated that 21 have been completed in Chine, 13 in Shanghel ei the
Kiousmin Shipyerd and £ st Vhempos Neval Dockyard. Minesweeper production

is most difficult to estimate; however 3 vessels are consldered plsuslble.

It is considered likely that torpedo boat comstruction ie confined %o
Sheanghel sad Canton at this time. The mmall patrol eraft buili in Chinese
ghipyerds since 1950 are not considered to be of SYoviet-design. About 200
uf these vessels h&ve been built; however, conetruction bss been conpiderably
curteiled with the introduction of the Boviel model newvel vespels.

This reiges the guestion of the degree of integratlion between Soviet
and Chinese ngval forces, if aoy, for logisbtics, training of persoanel,
develcoment of nevel bases and command.

A fuxrther mestlion ie the extent to which the USBER will permit the
ainese Lo become completely independent of the USSR in navel vessels or

in navel components.
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